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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, IO 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN MEDIA TREATMENT OF JOINT SYRO-JORDANIAN COMMUNIQUE 
REF: DAMASCUS 3260 

1. SUMMARY: SYRIAN MEDIA HAS CONTINUED TO PUBLICIZE ACCORDS 
WITH JORDAN FOR PAST THREE DAYS. FAVORABLE FOREIGN REACTION, 

SYRIAN EDITORIAL COMMENT AND DETAILS OF AGREEMENTS BEING 
SIGNED HIGHLIGHT IMPORTANCE SYRIA ATTACHES TO IMPROVEMENT OF 
BILATERAL RELATIONS. IT IS BEING ARGUED THAT RAPPROCHEMENT 
WILL PRODUCE BENEFICIAL RESULTS FOR PALESTINIANS. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. PALESTINAIN RESPONSE. AL-BAATH DESCRIBED KHALID AL- 
FAHUM, PRESIDENT OF PALESTINE NATIONAL COUNCIL, AS WELCOMING 
SYRIAN-JORDANIAN RAPPROCHEMENT. AL-BAATH AND AL-THAWRAH 
REPORTED AUG 25 MEETING BETWEEN ASAD ANDPLO EXCOMM INCLUDING 
ARAFAT, FAHUM AND OTHERS WHICH REVIEWED SYRT AN-PAT .F.STTNI AN 
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TALKS AND ASAD'S DISCUSSIONS WITH SECRETARY KISSINGER. 
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3. FOREIGN RESPONSE. SYRIAN PRESS FOR PAST THREE DAYS HAS 
HIGHLIGHTED FAVORABLE REACTION TO SYRIAN -J ORD ANIAN ACCORD 
BY JORDANIAN, LEBANESE AND EGYPTIAN MEDIA. 

4. SYRIAN RESPONSE. AL BAATH EDITORIALIZED THAT STEPS 
TOWARD UNITY SHOULD NOT BE BLOCKED BY PAST IDOLOGICAL DIFFER- 
ENCES. RATHER, SYRIAN-JORD ANIAN COOPERATION 'SHORTENS THE 
OPERATION OF COMPLETING THE STATE OF ARAB UNITY." ESTABLISH 
MENT OF SUPREME SYRIAN- JORDANIAN COMMAND "CONSTITUTES A 
DETERRENT FORCING THE ENEMY TO REVISE ALL HIS CALCULATIONS" 

AND ON ARAB SIDE COMMAND IS IMPORTANT TO PALESTINIANS IN 
PARTICULAR BECAUSE IT "WILL TERMINATE STATE OF OVERSENSITIVITIES, 
COMPLEXES AND LACK OF CONFIDENCR." ACCORD WILL SHORTLY BE 
PERCEIVED AS "EXCEPTIONALLY IMPORTANT STEP" IN RESPECT TO 
PALESTINIAN QUESTION. YUNIS HAYDAR IN AL-THAWRAH COLUMN 
STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF CREATION OF SUPREME POLITICAL COMMAND 
ABLE TO MAKE WAR PEACE DECISIONS AT THIS TIME WHEN THOSE IN- 
VOLVED IN MIDDLE EAST QUESTION "NO LONGER HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
CHOOSE SOLUTIONS THEY WANT" BUT MUST ACCEPT IMPOSED SETTLE- 
MENTS. HAYDAR ADDED THAT ROLE OF ARAB MILITARY FORCE "DOES 
NOT CONTRADICT THE IMPORTANCE OF POLITICAL STRUGGLE OR THE 
IMPORTANCE OF WORK THROUGH POLITICAL MEANS TO REACH SOME 
SUCCESSES." HE EMPHASIZED THAT "THE ISSUES CANNOT BE DIVIDED, 

THE STARTING POINT OF REAL PEACE IS A GENERAL SETTLEMENT, 

AND ITS DEFINITE GUARANTEE IS FORCE." 

5. IMPLEMENTATION OF ACCORDS. AGREEMENT FOR ESTABLISHING 
SYRIAN-JORD ANIAN FREE ZONE RECENTLY SIGNED IN DAMASCUS. JORDAN- 
IAN CABINET EMPOWERED JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR IN DAMASCUS TO 
SIGN ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF TRADE EXCHANGE 
DOCUMENTS. PRESS REPORTED THAT JORDANIAN MINISTRY OF 
INDUSTRY AND TRADE ANNOUNCED DETAILS OF CONTRACT CREATING 
SYRIAN-JORD ANIAN INDUSTRIAL COMPANY CAPITALIZED AT 20 MILLION 
DINARS SHARED EQUALLY BY BOTH COUNTRIES. PRESS ALSO REPORTED 
PROGRESS OF SYRIAN- JORDANIAN CUSTOMS COMMITTEE TOWARD UNIFI- 
CATION OF CUSTOMS FEES ON RAW MATERIALS AND JOINT MEETING OF 
SYRIAN AND JORDANIAN ECONOMISTS IN AMMAN. 

6. COMMENT. WHILE GIVING ALL POSSIBLE PUBLICITY TO IMPOR- 
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TANCE OF S YRI AN- J ORDANI AN ACCORD ON ITS OWN MERITS AND 
FAVORABLE REACTION TO THIS STEP AMONG PALESTINIANS AND 
FOREIGN MEDIA. HINTS ARE SCATTERED IN AL-BAATH EDI- 
TORIAL THAT SYRIA'S RAPPROCHEMENT WITH JORDAN IS INTENDED TO 
PRODUCE FALLOUT BENEFICIAL TO PALESTINIANS. WE READ THIS AS 
PREDICTABLE EFFORT BY SARG BOTH TO SPUR ONGOING SYRIAN- 
PAT.F.STTNIAN NEGOTIATIONS AND TO REMIND PALESTINIANS THAT SYR- 
IANS ARE, AFTER ALL, ONLY ACTING IN BEST INTERESTS OF 
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PALESTINIANS. 
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